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Abstract

Promoted in industrial and regulatory circles as a widely accepted technical solution for
decarbonising aviation, sustainable aviation fuels generate little debate in public spheres
- the press, social media and NGOs - which reinforces their image as a consensus
solution. The opposition faced by these sectors is mainly local, focusing in particular on
local impacts (water, timber) and the energy requirements of specific plants. However,
there is significant potential for this opposition to become more widespread, particularly
because SAFs suffer from three major weaknesses: political support is primarily
technocratic, with no real political debate having taken place to establish their legitimacy;
the technology is the subject of numerous promises that raise questions about the
feasibility of scaling up; the issue of aviation is not addressed as such, even though it is
central. There is a very high likelihood that critics will emerge who view SAFs as nothing
more than a greenwashing strategy designed to save the aviation industry, raising
guestions about the very feasibility of deploying these technologies if their local impacts
were to be too severe and fall disproportionately on already vulnerable communities.
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